
Matter of Suddard
Del. Supr., No. 331, 1995 (10/24/95),

Board Case No. 49, 1993

Disciplinary Rules:  DLRPC 8.4(b)

Nature of Case:

The respondent lawyer had previously been arrested at his Wilmington law office in
March of 1994 and charged with several criminal counts, including one felony (viz., sexual
extortion).  All of the criminal charges were based upon the respondent's conduct involving
certain of his female employees on the premises of his law office.  When the Office of
Disciplinary Counsel filed a petition with the Delaware Supreme Court for the respondent's
immediate interim suspension, the respondent then filed a certificate of retirement, making
the ODC's petition moot.  In January of 1995, the respondent pleaded nolo contendere to one
misdemeanor count, with the other criminal counts being dropped by the Department of
Justice.  The respondent was then sentenced to 30 days in jail, with 20 days suspended.

Action Taken By The Court:

After a hearing, the Board on Professional Responsibility concluded that the
respondent had violated DLRPC 8.4(b) for engaging in criminal conduct reflecting adversely
on his fitness as a lawyer.  The Board recommended that the respondent be suspended for
a period of three years.  The Delaware Supreme Court approved the Board's report and
imposed a three-year suspension upon the respondent, but dated the beginning of the
suspension from the time of the respondent's retirement, viz., April of 1994.  The Court also
conditioned any reinstatement to practice on a probationary period of two years under the
supervision of a Delaware attorney.


